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Webcast focuses on influential
leaders’ thoughts on wellness
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

________________________

The funk band Porky’s Groove Machine entertains the crowd during the second day of LU-Aroo.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

LU-Aroo provides creative outlet for students
Xue Yan

Staff Writer

_______________________

Clapping and cheering
echoed from the Esch-Hurvis
room as students enjoyed the
bands of LU-Aroo. During May 10
and May 11, LU-Aroo showcased
the various genres of music on
campus.
LU-Aroo is an annual music
festival at Lawrence that combines
the best of local and on-campus
music. It aims to provide a weekend of musical entertainment on
campus. This year, which marks
the sixth LU-Aroo at Lawrence,
included the Union Street Brass
Band, Porky’s Groove Machine,
Too Many Triangles and the newly
formed folk duo Shea and I.
Senior Austin Federa organized this year’s event. “We have

In a panel hosted by the
University of Wisconsin-Madison,
prominent speakers discussed
mindfulness and its relation to
neuroscience, healthcare, environments and economics in order
to make the world a happier,
healthier place. A live screening of
the afternoon webcast, organized
by WellU, took place Wednesday,
May 15 in the Kraemer conference
room.
Director of the Wellness
Center Erin Buenzli organized
the event. “When I read ‘sustainable health and well-being,’ I
was immediately intrigued,” said
Buenzli, “and based on the panelists I knew it would be an integrated conversation addressing every
aspect of wellness.”
Sponsored by WellU, the
webcast was just one event in
cooperation with the community
group Compassionate Fox Cities.
These two organizations try to
bring events to campus having to
do with “compassion and wellbeing.” Last year, they screened
the documentary “Happy,” which
explored the positive psychology
of happiness.
After opening remarks
by chancellor of UW Madison,
Richard Davidson, a short spoken-word piece was performed,
accompanied by percussion. The
piece was created from the panelist’s brainstormed phrases and
words on their vision of an ideal
world, setting the tone for the rest
of the discussion.

His Holiness, the 14th Dalai
Lama was the most prominent
of the five panelists. Buenzli
expressed her anticipation, saying, “I’m most looking forward
to the Dalai Lama for his holistic view of well-being compassion and world harmony.” The
other speakers included neuroscientist Dr. Richard P. Davidson,
environmental health leader Dr.
Jonathan Patz, Buddhist monk
Mathieu Ricard, Ph.D., and moderator Arianna Huffington of the
Huffington Post.
Discussion ranged from relating mindfulness to big issues like
global warming and the benefit
of meditation on mental illness,
to the difficulty of maintaining
mindfulness in everyday life. The
panel paid much attention to the
responses of the Dalai Lama, who
said his solution to many of these
big problems is systematic education of secular ethics and altruism.
Questions by all of the panelists were mainly aimed at the
Dalai Lama, who answered each
one similarly: with the occasional joke, a chuckle or “I don’t
know.” He also donned a pink
“Change Your Mind, Change the
World” baseball cap, drawing
laughter from the Overture Hall
crowd. “His humor reminded me
that leaders are humans, too,” said
webcast-attendee sophomore
Ashley Coenen.
Reactions to the panel were
mixed due to the overwhelming nature of the ideas thrown
around. However, there was rousing support for more events centered on mindfulness at Lawrence.

a lot of groups on campus that
[perform] music, but most of
them don’t actually manage it,”
said Federa. In his opinion, these
groups have great ideas and great
music, but they need people to
publicize their bands. Usually,
Campus Life staff and tech crew
will work together to make that
happen, and LU-Aroo is a perfect platform for students to share
their music.
Federa pointed out that
LU-Aroo relies on technology,
making it different from other
events. It needs more technical
management, including the management of instruments and supplemental sound equipment.
Besides coordinating all the
technical work, staff and bands,
the organizer of LU-Aroo also has
to deal with the unpredictable
weather.

“We started a few days ago
planning, just in case to look at
the weather,” Federa said. He felt
that it was unfortunate that the
event had to move inside, but he is
very satisfied with the turnout on
Friday, when he said there were
“probably about three or four
hundred people in Esch-Hurvis.”
The weather didn’t appear
to affect the audience’s enjoyment of the event. Sophomore
Diana Szteinberg admitted that
she was a little disappointed at
first, but she continued to say, “I
don’t mind coming in here [EschHurvis Room], because the music
is the same…They did a great job
on changing the places without
changing the quality.”
Szteinberg thinks it’s great
that students are able to relax

freshman Michela Giampetroni
commented on this variety of
speakers saying she “really liked
the broad range of perspectives.”
Before the panelists began,
the documentary “Regime,” courtesy of PBS Frontline, was played.
The film offered context for the
conflict and the major issues it
entails.
Alaswad was the first to
speak on these issues. He was
born and raised in Daraa, Syria,
the community where the Syrian
Revolution first began in March
2011. He talked about the call he
received from a friend who helped
him immigrate to the U.S. after
the morning of the first revolt. His
friend told him: “They’re going to
kill us.”
Alaswad gave many personal
anecdotes from his friends who
are currently living in Syria. He
also presented several statistics.
His PowerPoint contained a sta-

tistic from a UN report from May
12, 2013 that over 80,000 people
had been killed in the revolution
to date, 91% being civilian deaths.
Of these casualties, 7,800 were
children. Alaswad had visuals of
some of these death scenes, apologizing for the horrific images but
saying, “Honestly, this is what I
live with every day, and this is
what the people in Syria live with
every day.”
Alaswad also offered the statistics of more than 6,000 reported rapes and 2,300 Syrians having been tortured to death since
the beginning of the revolution.
“Now it’s nothing for people to die
under torture,” said Alaswad.
Following Alaswad was
Khawla, who is an instructor of
French and also teaches a class
on Arab American Experiences
and was born in Lebanon. He
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Syria panel calls students to action with up-front look at Syria’s revolution
Samantha Tetzlaff

Staff Writer

_________________________

On Monday, May 13 at 7 p.m.
the well-attended panel “Syria
at the Crossroads: A Forum on
the Humanitarian, Political and
Regional Strife in Syria” took place
in the Pusey room of the Warch
Campus Center. The event consisted of a documentary screening,
three speakers and a questionand-answer session all focusing
on the current state of the Syrian
revolution.
Lawrence’s
Amnesty
International chapter sponsored
the event. Its president, senior
Evan Johnson, opened the event
by introducing the documentary
and the event’s three speakers:
Kahaldoon Alaswad, M.D., Nabil
Khawla, Ph.D., and Abdulkader Al
Duhoun, who was Skyped-in from
Jordan. Attendee of the event,

INSIDEVIEW:

This week’s top
news and views

See page 2

Alaswad shares personal stories and his friends’ experiences in Syria.
Photo by Thao Nguyen
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Sunardi demonstrates how dance challenges gender roles in Indonesia
Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

______________________

Guest Christina Sunardi
has spent the last several years
studying the way that the ideas
of masculinity and femininity are
navigated in Indonesia in relation to East Javanese presentational dance. On Sunday at 8 p.m.
in Harper Hall, Sunardi delivered a lecture entitled “Cultural
Politic and Cross-Gender Dance:
Redefining Senses of Masculinity
and Femininity in Reformation
Era East Java.”
Sunardi earned her Ph.D.
in music from the University
of California, Berkeley in 2007.
She has been studying and performing Javanese arts since
1997. Currently, she is Assistant
Professor of Music at the
Ethnomusicology program in the
School of Music at the University
of Washington.
In her lecture, Sunardi presented to the audience the ways
that dance is used to navigate and
affect gender roles in Indonesia.
She showed examples of different
kinds of dance that are consid-

ered “feminine” or “masculine.”
Differentiating between what is
considered “feminine” or “masculine” involves paying attention to
the kinds of movements that are
made and to the manner in which

they are made.
When these dances are performed, the gender of the dancer
does not necessarily match the
gender of the dance. It is these
variations on which Sunardi’s

Sunardi illustrated the gendered differences in the steps of an East Javanese dance.
Photo by Katie Crawford

work is focused. Certain dances
exist that are considered feminine
but the performers of the feminine dance are all male. This is an
example of male femininity. There
are also dances where the female
dancers express female masculinity. These variations are founded
in the view that gender and sex
are unstable constructs that do
not have to be statically defined.
This view on gender roles has
disrupted traditional perspectives
and that has added to some social
and political issues in Java.
While the expanding range of
genders in East Java has become
more normalized in daily life,
there continue to be traditionalists who critique the shifting gender roles. In her lecture, Sunardi
described the three socio-political periods that Java has gone
through. These eras are the Old
Order Era (1945-1965/6), the
New Order Era (1966-1998), and
the Reformation Era (1998- present). Traditionalists who are most
uncomfortable with the shifting
gender roles in the Reformation
Era were described as preferring
the carefully defined gender roles
of the Old Order and New Order
Eras.

Often these deviations from
traditional gender roles continue
to exist when the dancers leave
the stage. Sunardi spoke of persecution from political levels
and gave reports of attempts to
regulate and destroy progressive women’s organizations in
Java. There were also examples
of males and females struggling
with acceptance if they were not
masculine or feminine off stage.
This was true of masculine males
and feminine females as well as
feminine males and masculine
females.
“I’m currently in an ethnomusicology class and we have been
studying a bit about Indonesia,”
said freshman Razan Anabtawi,
“This lecture added a whole
new layer related to the social
and political factors and it really
helped me to better understand
what we have been learning
about.”
Sunardi was brought to
campus by Assistant Professor
of Music Sonja Downing, The
two met a couple years ago in
San Francisco where they were
both playing Gamelan. Planning
Sunardi’s visit began late last May.

nails by myself… I wanted to be
there for those whose relatives
couldn’t visit them for whatever
reason. I wanted to celebrate with
them.”

Students interested in volunteering with GlamourGals next
year are encouraged to email
sophomore Samantha Knott at
samantha.j.knott@lawrence.edu.

GlamourGals celebrates Mother’s Day and strong presence on campus
Tammy Tran

for The Lawrentian

____________________________________

On Sunday, May 12, the
Lawrence University GlamourGals
volunteered at Brewster Village
Short Term Rehabilitation and
Long Term Care Facility to celebrate Mother’s Day.
The GlamourGals Foundation
is a national 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization with a mission to
organize and inspire young adults
to provide complementary beauty
makeovers and manicures to the
elderly residents in local senior
homes. The Lawrence University
chapter was founded two years
ago has partnered with Brewster
Village through the Volunteer
and Community Service Center’s
Adopt an Agency program. It is
the first chapter to be founded in
Wisconsin.
According to the organization’s official website, the mission
of GlamourGals is to “[foster] self-

Syria panel

continued from page 1
gave some historical context for
the conflict, explaining how the
Al-Assad family has been in power
for 40 years and that the current dictator, Bashar al-Assad, surrounds himself with family that is
loyal to his regime. He also talked
about the countries that are all
involved in this conflict now, stating, “This is becoming more than
Syria alone.”
Last to talk was Abdulkader
Al Duhoun, who joined the conversation via Skype. He works with
Human Rights Watch to monitor
conditions of refugee camps along
the Syria-Turkey boarder. When
asked what he wanted to open
up with, Al Duhoun talked about
the dire conditions of the Syrian
hospitals, especially in the north
of Syria. He said that there used
to be 5,000 doctors and now there
are “only 30 or 40.” Al Duhoun
said that many doctors were
“afraid of being arrested” or were
concerned “for the safety of their
families” because treating anyone
would mean that they would be

esteem and mutual respect among
two generations.” Lawrence’s
chapter also works to remind students of the power of compassion, connection and appreciating others for their inner beauty.
According to senior Osbani Garcia,
volunteering with GlamourGals
has also been a great way to learn
about the cultural and social differences that exist in Appleton.
“I grew up in a collectivistic
culture, so it breaks my heart to
know that many children grow
up without having their grandmas
and grandpas with them,” he said.
To celebrate Mother’s Day,
six members of the Lawrence
University GlamourGals group
traveled to Brewster Village to
spend an afternoon with residents. Volunteers provided hand
massages and manicures to
a group of 10 to 15 residents,
while engaging them in genuine
conversations. Additionally, volunteers distributed hand-made

the target of the government.
Following the panelists’
discussion was a question-andanswer session in which attendees were able to discuss their
perspectives on the revolution as
students of different countries.
Freshman Razan Anabtawi,
an attendee and member of
Amnesty International, said
she hoped that the panel made
“Lawrence students become more
aware of this conflict” and that
“Syria will catch students’ eyes
after this.”
Giampetroni also added, “I
think it went over well and I think
they gave [the audience] some
interesting things to think about.”
There was a pamphlet handed out at the event asking for
donations to Promise Relief and
Human Development (PRHD),
which is “a nonprofit, nonpolitical,
nonreligious movement for constructive social change and community empowerment in Syria.”
Alaswad is involved with the organization and said, “We definitely
need the international community
to help us.”

Mother’s Day cards to the residents of Brewster Village. These
cards included heartfelt messages,
poems and hand-drawn pictures.
“Volunteering with GlamourGals
for Mother’s Day was a lot of fun,”
shares GlamourGals Helina Asefa
’14. “The ladies were so grateful
and enjoyed having us there for
pampering.”
This
term,
Lawrence
GlamourGals has volunteered at
Brewster Village for a total of five
weekends. Each visit to the facility
is attended by six to ten volunteers and transportation to and
from Brewster Village is always
provided.
“I volunteer because I want
to give back,” said senior Hashim
Morad. “I haven’t committed
myself to any volunteering in my
previous three years at Lawrence
so its kind of ironic that I decided to do it senior year. I really
enjoyed volunteering for Mother’s
Day. It was my first time painting

Sophomore Samantha Knott paints the nails of a resident on Mother’s Day.
Photo by Tammy Tran

LUCC Update

The final general council meeting of the school year will be
Monday, May 20th
at 4:40pm in the Esch-Hurvis room (2nd floor of the Warch
Campus Center). LUCC general council meetings are open to
all members of the Lawrence community! Come share your
thoughts and concerns or feel free to email LUCC with any
community concerns at LUCC@lawrence.edu.
Get more information about forms, deadlines, and current announcements by visiting the LUCC page on the new Lawrence website!
Visit us at http://www.lawrence.edu/students/student_life/lucc
Like our Facebook page for updates and more information - Lawrence
University Community Council! Get more information about forms,
deadlines, and current announcements by visiting the LUCC page on
the new Lawrence website!
Visit us at http://www.lawrence.edu/students/student_life/lucc

VARIETY

17 May 2013

3

THE LAWRENTIAN

Specht

Pages

Meet our fearless leader
Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

Hello and welcome to
the 21st issue of Specht Pages,
the True and Supreme Voice of
Lawrence University. In this celebratory issue, we will be publishing a manuscript of the interview
conducted when we decided to
promote Kevin Specht to headwriter of this fine publication.
Upon reading his answers, it will
become obvious how he beat out
the competition for the job.

Specht Pages: What is one
thing everyone should do while
in college?
Kevin Specht: Explore every
building, have lunch with a lot of
people and plan for a career.
SP: What is the worst instrument in the band?
KS: The worst instrument in
the band according to myself and
corroborated by Sam Golter is the
piccolo. Such a wicked thing.
SP: What is your favorite part of writing the Specht
Pages?
KS: The thing about the
Specht Pages is that I kinda just
vomit a bunch of words on a page
and arrange them into some semblance of a sentence. But seriously,
my favorite part of Specht Pages is
the articles that involve activities
outside of the paper such as the
golden ticket hunt and running
the Facebook page.
SP: What is your favorite
nickname?
KS: ‘Spekles’. No. ‘Quvore’
(rhymes with Al Gore).
SP: If you were to get rid of
one state of the United States,
which one would it be and why
and how would you do it?
KS: Why only one?
SP: How would you rate
your memory?
KS: I actually have very bad
object permanence.
SP: Do you have any ideas
for inventions—do you have

any patents pending?
KS: Yes. A poster-sized
Polaroid camera, a ceiling fan with
heat coils, a bed set where the
comforter is buttoned to the top
sheet and a portable phone that
doubles as a telegraph. Also, not
an invention, but did you know
that you can make pancakes on a
George Foreman grill?”
SP: What would we find in
your refrigerator?
KS: Teriyaki sauce, lime juice,
an empty ice tray, an empty Macy’s
box, mouthwash and Windex.
SP: What would you do if
you were suddenly turned into
a fish?
KS: I would lobby Congress
for stricter fishing regulations
since I’ll have a more vested interest in that subject as a fish.
SP: Who is your favorite
super hero?
KS: Captain Underpants.
SP: What is your favorite
folk remedy?
KS: Milk, butter and garlic. It
makes everything better.
SP: How would you change
The Lawrentian if you became
the new Editor-in-Chief?
KS: It’s a lost cause. I’d just
metaphorically shoot it in the
head and sell the paper to a
Chinese fishing boat operator and
count our losses.
SP: How would you make
the grandfather clock relevant
to today’s youth?
KS: Make it glow in the dark.
I’ll make a ‘smart clock’ that can
run apps and hold 50 GBs of
music. Also, I would make Justin
Bieber (better known as ‘the
Beebz’) start wearing a miniature
grandfather clock necklace.
SP: How long can you hold
your head underwater?
KS: 1 minute and 12 seconds.
SP: What is your weapon of
choice?
KS: The pen.
SP: What is your favorite

See page 12

Events This Week
Friday May 17

11:00am-1:30pm:
Magpie’s Thrift Store
is Open! (Table Area
Near Commons)

Saturday May 18

12pm-6pm: Ormsby
Zoo Days (Main Hall
Green)

Micha provides tips and tricks for useless happiness
Micha Saxton
Columnist

____________________________________

Here is a list of some unnecessary, time consuming crap that
will up the super fun quotient of
your life by approximately 0.05%.

1. Buy extremely expensive
lace or silk underwear and pretend you’re a belle époque courtesan. Never wear pantyhose again.
Stockings and garters all the way.
You walk differently with garters,
swish your tail a little more, so to
speak—instant attention without
any sirens. I don’t know why this
is and I don’t care why this is. It
just is.
2. And corsets. A real corset,
none of that Fredrick’s garbage.
3. Read all of “The Claudine
Cycle” by Colette and then hit the
town with your newfound confidence because Claudine is a
badass bitch.
4. Spend a week showing up
garishly overdressed everywhere
you go, shocked that no one else
put in the effort. Drag is double
points, especially if you’re female.

LU-Aroo

continued from page 1
and enjoy some music. Because
of how close LU-Aroo is to finals
week, she also pointed out that
many of the students who participated in LU-Aroo are not in the
Conservatory, so it is a nice way to
play in a band while not having to
be as professional as students in
the Conservatory.
For the performers, especially for those who are not music
majors, LU-Aroo is a great opportunity to have fun with their
music. Junior Inanna Craig-Morse,
one of the two members of Shea
and I, feels that she is missing

5. Make your best friend a
local celebrity. First, spend a few
days spreading word around town
about how amazing he or she is.
Make the stories increasingly
heroic, so that by the third day
he has rescued the Queen from
a burning building or something
of the like. Something people
are more likely to pass on. Then
put up fliers all over town with
a flattering picture of him or her
reading “You know _______, don’t
you?” Then, create a fan webpage,
inviting everyone you know and
everyone they know. Make up all
sorts of interesting and peculiar
things about your friend to entice
the masses. A Wikipedia page is
a plus. Go to parties raving about
this spectacular person, and be
sure to have his or her picture
taken for the society pages. In less
than a week, everyone will know
your buddy. Great for birthday
surprises.
6. Play Agent Provocateur’s
charades game with your lover.
Laugh hysterically when they’re
forced to act out McCuller’s “The
Heart is a Lonely Hunter” and

the music in her life when she is
busy with classes. She feels that
LU-Aroo has allowed her to be
able to get creative with chords
and harmonies during the stress
of seventh week.
“I am hesitant to perform
music in Lawrence because there
are so many phenomenal musicians,” Craig-Morse said, “but
being part of LU-Aroo reminded
me that music comes in all styles
and abilities.” She also added,
“The Lawrence audience is so supportive.”

complain emphatically when
you’re forced to act out “Like a
Virgin.”
7. Stage a screaming fit with
one of your friends in the best
hotel in town. It doesn’t matter
what you’re screaming about, but
be sure to have security called to
take you up to your room. Make
it the most dramatic thing the
crowds will ever see. You can go
all Melanie Daniels and jump into
a fountain if you’d like, but be sure
to later claim you were pushed.
8. Be drawn by someone,
preferably a lover.
9. Crash an excruciatingly
intimidating party and make
friends with everyone before slipping off into the night without so
much as a goodbye just to prove
to yourself that you can.
10. Create
your
own
Wikipedia page and link it to your
now-famous best friend’s page.
Engage in a week long Hilton/
Richie-inspired feud to generate
publicity. Be sure to win and gain
a little clout amongst the lemmings.

Webcast

continued from page 1

“I guess I was expecting a little
more of a practical approach,” said
attendee Amber Betzold. “They
talked a lot about what an ideal
world looks like but not about so
much how to actually get there,
besides education which was a
huge emphasis,” said Coenen.
Although the webcast offered
some big ideas, the Dalai Lama
reminded the audience that
change all starts with one person,
and only through one person can
it spread to even “ten thousand
million” people. In all, this panel
sent the message that one person’s mindfulness can make a dif-

with Inanna Craig-Morse

Sunday May 19

12pm: GlobeMed
and WLFM: Radio for
Rwanda (WLFM)

Monday May 20

Tuesday May 21

4:30pm: McDougal
Lecture in
Mathematics “Four
1pm: Harrison
3pm: Lawrence
Mathematicians
Symposium (Main
University Percussion
4:30pm: LUCC
6pm-11:30pm: Relay Hall)
Who Shaped our
Ensemble (LUPÉ)
General Council (Esch Understanding of
for Life (Quad)
Concert (Chapel)
Hurvis)
Calculus”
8pm: Lawrence Wind
7pm: Lawrence
(Steitz Hall 102)
Ensemble Concert
5pm: A Night of A
Improv Presents: Jill (Chapel)
Cappella (Esch Hurvis)
Beck’s Farewell Show
7pm: The Story
(Underground)
Behind the Food:
8pm: Settlers of Catan 8pm: Improvisation
8pm: Jazz Small
Farmworker Rights
Night (Esch-Hurvis)
Group of Lawrence
Groups
Concert
8pm: President Jill
in the US (Steitz Hall
University (IGLU)
Beck’s Farewell Ball 10pm-2am:
102)
Concert (HarpeHall) (Harper Hall)
(Somerset)
Greenfire Party

Wednesday May 22

Thursday May 23

11:10am: Honors
Convocation: “Liberal
Arts Education: A
4pm: Physics
Catalyst for Thought
Colloquium: Relativity and Action” (Chapel)
on Rotated Graph
Paper (Youngchild
Hall 115)
2:30pm: Q & A with
Professor Claudena
Skran (Kraemer Room)

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Stevens leads Vikings at MWC Championships
Alex York

Staff Writer

________________________

It was a bittersweet weekend
for the Lawrence University track
and field teams, as they competed
in the final team meet of the year.
Traveling south to Beloit, WI, the
team competed in the Midwest
Conference Championships last
Friday and Saturday. Both teams
took seventh in the team standings.
The meet showcased a combination of senior leadership and
exciting underclassmen growth.
Competing in the final meet of
his collegiate career, senior Sam
Stevens again delivered. The
senior standout from Suamico, WI
pulled away from the pack to grab
his fifth individual Conference
title in the 3000-meter steeple-

chase, which accounted for the
only Lawrence University title this
year. His time of 9:34.42 was a
full three seconds ahead of the
second-place finisher. “It is definitely something that I am proud
of,” stated Stevens. “To be able to
say that I have been competing
consistently at a high level for
four years is something that has
been challenging, but also quite
rewarding.” Stevens also noted the
team’s growth during his tenure
at Lawrence: “Having been on the
team my freshman year [2010]
that only scored 13 points at the
Conference meet, to come away
from this one with 54 was a huge
deal, and it has been a lot of fun
to be a part of that improvement.”
Stevens will take one last shot at
a Nationals appearance at North
Central College’s meet this Friday
in hopes to qualify in the steeplechase. “I don’t think [the fact

that my collegiate racing career
is over] has quite sunk in yet,”
said Stevens, “But maybe once I
am officially done racing, it will
hit me.”
Another senior leader, jumper Rose Tepper, will be greatly
missed by the team. Her secondplace performance in the high
jump paced the women’s team.
She cleared 5’5,” narrowly missing first place by 2.75 inches. Her
leadership and dedication to the
team was certainly acknowledged
by both her peers and her coaches.
Other great performances
last weekend were led by underclassmen. Freshman J.P. Ranumas
nabbed second place overall in
the 110-meter hurdles with his
time of 15.49. Freshman Sophie
Yang placed in three events, taking fourth in the pole vault with
a height of 10’1,” sixth in the 400meter hurdles in 1:08.88, and

sixth in the 100-meter hurdles
in 16.46 seconds. Other freshmen
standouts were Ben Bard, who
captured sixth in the 400-meter
hurdles with his time of 1:00.38,
and Tyler Herman, who grabbed
eighth in the 400-meter dash with
his time of 51.67.
The Vikings got huge support
from the throwing team when
sophomores Spencer Swick and
Nick Cracker finished third and
fifth respectively in the discus,
with throws of 142’4” and 137’4.”
Coach Jason Fast was very
pleased with the performance:
“We definitely did our best. The
men were predicted to score 38
points based on the honor roll and
they scored 54 and the women
were supposed to score 32 and
they got 39. As a team we stepped
up and definitely did some big
things.”

LU Baseball splits doubleheader in season finale
Andrew Borresen

Staff Writer

________________________

Although the 2013 season
did not go the way that many
around the LU baseball team had
envisioned prior to the season,
the Vikings saved some fireworks
for the very end. The Carroll
University Pioneers rolled into
Appleton on May 8 for the second
doubleheader between the two
squads in four days. The Vikings
saved some of the best for Senior
Day with some stellar individual
play.
The
Vikings
managed
a split of the doubleheader on
Senior Day, in which they took
game one by a score of 9-8 on a
walk-off triple by senior Tanner
DeBettencourt. A back-and-forth
game the whole way through,
Carroll managed to notch a run
on the scoreboard in the top of
the 9th inning. Some heady play
from the Vikings ensued in the

bottom of the 9th, when Junior
Aaron Benz led off the inning with
a single before being replaced on
the base paths by freshman Tom
Olson. A perfectly placed sac bunt
moved Olson to second, and then
DeBettencourt struck gold with
one of the highlights of the season for the Vikings. His booming three-bagger plated Olson and
gave the Vikings an awfully satisfying ‘W’ over rival Carroll. Other
notable individual performances
in the Lawrence win included
senior Davide Harris (3-5, 2 R),
sophomore Danny Taylor (3-4, 2
RBI), and senior Phil Wisniewski
who solo homered in game one
(his fourth career blast) and had
this to add: “The first game was
just awesome. We rallied together
as a team to beat our least favorite
team in the Conference. It was
great to see a senior end a game
like that on Senior Day.”
Unfortunately, Carroll would
play some inspired ball and go
on to win 12-3 in the nightcap,
in what would also serve as the

In Loving Memory of:
Kathleen Hartman

Kathleen P. Hartman passed
away on Thursday, May 9, at
the age of 74. Amanda Ollerer
(socccer) shares her experiences:
We all know Kathy as the
woman who drove us to and from
Alexander Gymnasium, but in that
four minute drive, she was able
to do much more than get us to
where we needed to be. She was
able to touch our hearts and leave

a lasting impression on our lives
that we will cherish forever. She
genuinely cared about everyone
and everyday she had that huge
smile, happy to see us. She listened to us when we needed to
talk, and made us laugh when we
needed to smile. We are all truly
grateful to have known her. Rest
in Peace, Kathy, you will be greatly
missed.

Photo courtesy of Amanda Ollerer

Standings
School

Conf. Overall

Men’s Tennis - Final Standings
North
Lawrence *
4-0
14-7
Carroll *
3-1
12-8
St. Norbert
2-2
6-11
Lake Forest
1-3
9-11
Ripon
0-4
3-14
South
Grinnell *
4-0 22-11
Monmouth *
3-1
9-9
Cornell
2-2
12-6
Knox
1-3
7-15
Illinois Col.
0-4
0-11
Baseball
North
Ripon *+
St. Norbert *
Beloit
Carroll
Lawrence

14-2
12-4
7-9
5-11
2-14

24-15
27-13
11-21
16-20
11-24

13-3
8-8
7-8
7-9
4-11

22-13
13-21
12-22
13-19
8-25

Softball - Final Standings
North
St. Norbert *+
10-4
Lawrence *
7-7
Carroll
8-6
Ripon
5-9
Beloit
5-9

20-15
21-15
12-22
11-17
7-29

South
Knox *
Grinnell *
Cornell
Illinois Col.
Monmouth
Senior Alex Brewer (left) and Marc Linger share a laugh in the dugout.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

final game in the careers of the six
seniors: Tanner DeBettencourt,
Davide Harris, Phil Wisniewski,
Richie Foreman, Gabe Henriques
and Alex Brewer. Given a little
time to reflect after the final pitch
was thrown in the 2013 season,
Harris had this to say on behalf
of the senior class: “I’m sad that

I couldn’t take this program to
reach the important goal of winning a Conference championship
and I’m sure the other seniors feel
the same way about it. Finishing
up my LU baseball career hasn’t
really sunk in yet, but when it
does, I know it’ll hit hard. It’s

See page 12

Week 8 Intramurals Update
Erik Soderlund

Staff Writer

________________________

As the term winds down,
spring intramurals inch closer to
their conclusion. Volleyball has
finished its season, while soccer,
badminton and basketball are in
the midst of their playoff journeys.
Volleyball had a dramatic finish to the season. Porky’s was
the best team throughout the
term, with an undefeated record
all the way to the final, and it
seemed almost inevitable they
would pull off the win. However,
following close behind all season
was Conquer and Divide. They
managed to fight their way into
the final to take on Porky’s for
the title. In a close game (25-22,
23-25, 15-13) Conquer and Divide
was able to pull off the upset, conquering the 2013 spring championship.
Badminton—with the most
teams registered for play—has
a rather long playoff route. All
rounds of playoffs except the final
four are completed, and NonConservative Force and Man Wolfs
are two teams looking strong to

make an appearance in the championship game. “Apart from that
Dan Mahoney does not play by the
rules, there was a lot of participation compared to other seasons
and it was a great time,” commented “101” player Charlie Mann on
the season.
As you may have read last
week, basketball had a dramatic
end to the regular season. The
young gun “Monstars” managed
to put the three-peat champion
“Bunch of Goons” in their place
with a 65-63 upset in the last regular season game. Nonetheless,
moving on into the playoff round
this year, it seems as though the
title is up for anyone to seize.
Last but not least, the soccer tournament saw Appleton
United easing themselves into
the semi-finals, beating “Blood”
in the decider quarterfinal, 10-5.
“The Lucky Strikes” have the
number one seed going into the
semi-finals, with an undefeated
record of 4-0-1. “We are as closeknit as an intramural soccer team
can be. If we were a fish net, not
even a minnow could squeeze by,
probably not even a krill,” says

See page 12

South
Lake Forest *
Cornell *
Illinois Col.
Monmouth
Knox
Grinnell

12-3
9-6
10-5
8-7
5-10
1-14

17-18
23-14
20-14
15-19
6-25
1-28

* - Qualified for MWC Tournament
+ - Host MWC Tournament

Statistics are courtesy of www.
mchahockey.com and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
May 15, 2013.
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Athletes of the Week: Senior Special
by: Amanda Ollerer

Major League Opinion:
“Baseball is like Opera”
Jack Canfield
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Sam Stevens: Outdoor Track

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

always remember from my four years as a Lawrence Viking.”

1) What has been your favorite
memory on the track team, and
why?
“My favorite memories have
come from being a part of our
Distance Medley Relay (DMR) team.
Over the last few years, we have
had a great group of guys that really
push themselves to the limit for their
teammates, and I have been lucky
enough to be a part of our DMR for
some big races these last few years.
During my time at Lawrence, we
have placed in the top three at the
Midwest Conference Championships
three times and have broken the
school record in the event three
times as well. Being able to compete
with such an unselfish and hardworking group of guys has been an
honor and is something that I will

2) What has been your greatest accomplishment?
“In my mind, my greatest accomplishment has been not a single race but instead competing consistently at a high level. I try to set a good example for all of my teammates by competing hard even
when things are not necessarily going my way. I have had my fair share of sicknesses and injuries,
but when it comes down to competing I try to put all that to the side and give it my all. I think this
approach has helped me perform well on a consistent basis and has been a huge factor in earning 18
All-Midwest Conference awards over the last few years.”
3) What will you miss the most, and why?
“I think that the part I will miss most is the purely competitive nature of Cross Country and
Track. It is a really simple sport where everyone has the same starting and ending point, but everyone’s competitive nature is put to the test against each other. I realize that competing in collegiate
running is a unique experience that I won’t be able to duplicate after my career at Lawrence is over.”

4) What are your plans for after LU?
“In the immediate future I plan on sitting around a campfire telling stores of the ‘glory days’ at
LU. Just kidding...but seriously, I will be beginning medical school at the Medical College of Wisconsin
starting this fall. I am looking forward to pursuing a career in medicine, as well as being able to take
some time off from competitive running and training. Maybe I will be able to play some basketball
and not worry about being sore for a week afterwards!”

Richie Foreman: Baseball

When someone claims they
hate baseball, I immediately
become suspicious. No one hates
baseball. Rather, in my opinion
it’s likely that the person is simply
confused. Usually I prod them and
ask why and the response I get,
almost always, is that the game is
boring. Wrong answer! Baseball
is like opera. When people don’t
understand it, they turn away
from it. Saying that opera is boring is a lot easier than taking the
time to actually learn something
about it. I can speak from personal experience. Before coming
to Lawrence as a vocal major, I
really did not like opera. The first
opera I attended, “The Marriage of
Figaro”—which is by Mozart and
considered a classic—includes
four acts sung in Italian and spans
almost four hours. I slept through
most of the show. It is one thing
to enjoy singing but it is another
matter to enjoy listening to other
people do it for 240 minutes in
one sitting.
However, as I have studied
singing, I have gained an appreciation for what the actors on stage
are actually doing and how hard it
is. Singing over an orchestra? No
one has any idea how difficult that
is to do for three minutes—let
alone four hours—until they have
tried. But not only do they have to
sing over an orchestra, they must
be expressive and act convincingly. There are very few people
in the world who do this well. As I
began to actually understand what
I was watching, the action became
slowly apparent. Baseball is the
opera of the sports world in that it
is an acquired taste—it demands a
deeper intellectual understanding

NBA playoffs Update
John Revis
Staff Writer

____________________________________

1) What has been your favorite
memory on the baseball team,
and why?
“My favorite memory on the baseball team has to be our trips to
Florida. It is a time where we only
focus on baseball. It is also a great
time to bond with teammates.”

2) What has been the hardest
part, and why?
“The hardest part has been not
reaching our potential as a team.
We have had a lot of talent on this
team, but we just have not been able
to put it all together for a whole
season.”

3) What has been your greatest
accomplishment?
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
“My greatest accomplishment is the
knowledge I gained over the four
years. I have learned a lot about the game and I will use what I learned to teach my players about the
game.”
4) What will you miss the most, and why?
“I will miss my teammates the most. I have been honored to play with a great group of guys and will
never forget them.”

5) What are your plans for after LU?
“My plans after LU consist of going to DePaul for graduate school. I am going for school counseling. I
also plan on coaching youth and high school baseball.”

than other sports do. Take soccer
or football, for example. The rules
are elementary. Put the ball into
the goal—get to the end zone. And
their popularity is in large part
due to this simplicity. Anyone can
understand the game after watching it once. In this way, they are
the summer blockbuster action
film of the sports world. They’re
the pizza of food, the Harry Potter
of book,s and there’s certainly a
reason why those things are popular. But often the things in life that
take a little bit of cultivation are
the most rewarding. People who
love opera, really love opera, are
truly passionate about it because
they have spent the time to learn
the intricacies of the genre.
I understand what people
mean when they say nothing happens in baseball. They point to
the endless pick-off attempts, the
ten-minute at-bats or the fact that
there is no time limit. But these
are the little things about the game
that, when properly understood,
make it so much more interesting
than the average sport. Everything
from the specific pitch selections a
pitcher makes, to a certain batter,
to the ebb and flow of a shifting defense are details that often
fly under the radar of the casual
viewer. It goes beyond just knowing the rules.
Baseball breathes in a way
that other games do not. And yes,
granted, it does take longer to
understand, but that does not
mean it is a boring sport. It just
means that you aren’t taking the
time to really understand it. Pizza
is excellent—don’t get me wrong.
But enjoying the luscious characteristics of a 60 year-old bottle of
French port wine has its joys, too
—if you are a wine lover that is.

Looking at this year’s NBA
playoffs, it has delivered everything a fan expects from a dramatic postseason. There have
been injuries, emergences of new
“darlings” and upsets in both
conferences. The main headlines
include: Russell Westbrook’s injury, Stephen Curry’s clutch gene
and the never-give-up tenacity
of the Chicago Bulls. Despite the
surprises, some series have gone
according to plan. The Miami Heat
easily brushed off overmatched
and undersized Milwaukee. James
Harden and his Houston Rockets’
cohorts unfortunately couldn’t
inflict revenge on his old squad,
the Oklahoma City Thunder, who
took care of business in the first
round. The Boston Celtics looked
old and couldn’t contain Carmelo
Anthony and the New York Knicks.
Even though there was a bit of a
scare, the Indiana Pacers handled
the Atlanta Hawks and moved on
to the second round, while the Los
Angeles Lakers looked bad—as
they did all season—and didn’t
pose any challenge to the seasoned San Antonio Spurs.
The biggest surprise in the
first round was the Chicago Bulls,
upsetting the Brooklyn Nets.
Without contributors Luol Deng
and Kirk Hinrich for the final

three games, and of course their
“injured” star Derrick Rose, somehow the gritty Bulls overthrew the
Nets. But that does not bode well
for Deron Williams. If you are a
star, how do you lose game seven
on your home court? Additionally,
fellow guard Joe Johnson disappeared late in the series and
Gerald Wallace was…well… Gerald
Wallace. The only bright spot was
Brook Lopez, who performed
like a top-caliber big man against
the All-Defensive First Team
center Joakim Noah. One thing
is true: Chicago fans are in love
with Jimmy Butler. His popularity
soared in these playoffs.
For the first round in the
Western Conference, basketball
fans were subjected to two collapses. First, a talented and entertaining Los Angeles Clippers team
imploded right in front of the
league’s eyes. Every weakness they
hid during the regular season—
rebounding, perimeter defense
and late-game composure—was
exposed by the Memphis Grizzlies.
Basketball fans are loving the way
these Grizzlies play. It is basically “bully” ball, which consists
of hard-nosed defense and dominance in the low post.
The other collapse involved
the Denver Nuggets. However, it is
tough calling it a collapse because
Warriors’ guard Stephen Curry

See page 9
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Lawrence-grown beer? SLUG grows in exciting directions
Jeannine Schulz
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

With the long overdue arrival of spring,
Sustainable Lawrence University Gardens
(SLUG) is lavished with plants that are
ready to be transplanted from the greenhouse and into the ground. In addition to
growing the typical spinach, lettuce and
onions, SLUG is also growing tatsoi, mizuna
and, of all things, hops, which is a main
ingredient in most beers.
Hops, produced from a perennial flowering vine, are a recent addition to the
Lawrence garden. As a climbing vine, hops
The beginning of a hop vine

Tatsoi flourishes in SLUG
Photos by Ronan Christman

are able to flourish in hard-to-grow areas
and thereby enrich the garden’s ecosystem.
In time, SLUG may be able to cultivate this

crop enough to be able to sell it to local
breweries.
SLUG has a healthy give-and-take relationship with the campus catering service,
Bon Appétit. Starting in 2009, when Bon
Appétit first came to Lawrence, Bon Appétit
has been buying the vast majority of the
produce grown in the Lawrence garden.
Last year, SLUG sold 1,200 pounds of produce to Bon Appétit at standard market
prices.
In addition to being SLUG’s biggest
buyer, Bon Appétit is also a major donator to the garden’s year-round composting
program.

As a completely organic garden, compost is a key ingredient in maintaining a
thriving garden that produces pesticidefree food. Obtaining the leftover organic material from Warch Campus Center,
Harmony Café and Aspen Coffee & Tea,
SLUG volunteers collect 1,000 pounds of
organic material each week to use as fertilizer in the Lawrence garden.
“The composting program is one
of SLUG’s more successful programs”
explained the garden manager, senior Hava
Blair. “Composting is a great way to create a
closed-loop cycle from people eating food at
the campus center, us composting that food,
that food going back into the garden and
us delivering that food back to the campus
center.”
While most students are cognizant that
there is a garden at the bottom of Union
Hill, unless you walk to Trever Hall on a regular basis, you may not know that Lawrence
is also home to a small developing orchard.
The SLUG orchard, started in 2010, is
located behind Sage. Complete with twenty
apple trees, five pear trees and an abundance of flowers, the SLUG orchard is in full
bloom at this time of the year.
“The focus of the orchard is different
than that of the market garden,” said Blair.
“Everything in the orchard is focused on
perennials like fruit trees, berries and herbs
and things that will grow back every year
which makes it [a] biodiverse environment

filled with as many native plants as possible.”
In addition to maintaining the
Lawrence garden and orchard, in June 2011,
SLUG installed an apiary of five beehives.
Located in a fenced-off area behind Hiett
Hall, the beehives are home to a swarm
of pollinators and honey producers, but

These trees with white and purple flowers are Hawthorns. These can be distinguished from similar-looking serviceberries by their more narrow, widely
spaced petals.

The ornamental cherry trees in bloom,
like the ones lining Hurvis Crossing,
produce cherries, but not necessarily
edible ones. Though useful for making
our campus look more beautiful, the
cherries are mostly consumed by birds.

The orchard at morning

are also used to educate students on the
increasingly popular hobby of urban beekeeping.
SBlair teaches a beekeeping class
which covers topics such as spring installation and harvesting honey. The class meets
Sundays at 2 p.m. and is open to Lawrence
students who email Blair at garden@lawrence.edu.

What exactly is ‘in our backyard’?: Exploring Lawrence wildlife
Chelsea Johnson and Eryn Wecker
Staff Writer & Features Editor

_______________________________________________

Cornelian cherries, originally from
Europe, produce the yellow buds pictured above. Trees can be found near
the intersection of College Avenue and
Lawe Street.
Garlic mustard is an invasive weed that
grows many places on campus. This
leafy plant may be pesky, but it actually
tastes pretty good. If you chew on a
leaf, it tastes like a bitter form of garlic.

Here’s a reason to be nice to those bees
you’ve been swatting away all term.
Solitary bees, like the carpenter bee
pictured here, are actually quite docile.
They usually won’t sting as they have
no incentive. Because they are solitary,
they have no hive to protect. Ergo, no
queen bee to protect.

We wanted to know a little
bit more about the wildlife we encounter everyday at Lawrence. While
we may walk past these
plants everyday, it is these
staples of campus that we
often take for granted. We
took a walk with Adam
Kranz who taught us a
little more about what
exactly is in our backyard.

This tree, sometimes called the alien
tree, is a horse-chesnut. A rarity on
campus, the tree grows strange glossy
buds. You can spot them in front of the
library. The nuts produced by the tree
can be used in some anti-anflamitory
treatments.

If you’re interested in
going on a walk of your
own, Greenfire offers
them. The walks leave at
9:30 a.m. on Sundays and
return to the house by 11
for brunch.

An invasive weed, the burdock plant
produces painful burrs, so watch where
you’re stepping. It’s also said to be a
relative of the rhubarb.
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Helpful Environmental Tips & Tricks
by Chelsea Johnson

We Asked...

What’s the one word that reminds you of Spring at Lawrence?
by Devin Ross

The Cafe’s disposable mugs are not recyclable
because they are lined with wax. Consider
bringing your own mug! The cafe offers a discount for students when they bring their own
mug for hot or cold drinks.

baseball

warm

Spending time in natural settings
improves concentration, pro-social
behavior, and drops stress levels.

rain

bugs

barbecues

flowers
Lawrence participates in single-stream
recycling. All blue recycling boxes take
clean plastic #1-7, glass, cans, paper and
cardboard.

finals
grass
swimming

In landfills, heavy metals from batteries can
leak into soil and groundwater. Instead,
take your batteries to battery recycling
boxes available in dorm lobbies.

reading

playoffs

sunny
birds

running

sleep

Bird and nature club offers exciting pursuit of rare birds and more
Tyler Kundinger
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

Augurs were ancient Roman prophets
who ‘read the birds’ to determine what
the gods had in store. Through observation, Augurs had become accustomed to
the complex nature of bird migrations and
other behaviors, and they were able to predict many phenomena just from watching
the birds. Interestingly, modern ornithologists really haven’t changed much from
ancient Roman Augurs. We hold nature
responsible for weather now, instead of the
gods, but the basic idea remains intact: Bird
watching can be useful and fun.
Here at Lawrence, you can birdwatch
by way of the Bird and Nature Club, led by
sophomore Ari Rice. I got to speak with
him in depth about the club, and I really
got a sense of his dedication to ornithology.
Passion was the force behind Ari’s establishment of the club Spring Term 2012.
About the club’s beginnings he said, “I really
enjoy sharing my passion and I wanted to
inspire love for nature.” An experienced
ornithologist himself, Rice believes that
anyone can enjoy bird watching.
The relatively new club at Lawremce
is already quite active. Currently, the group
has over 40 students on the e-mail list and
at least 10 regulars at weekly meetings.
A typical week for the group consists of
a Wednesday night meeting typically at
8 p.m. and Friday afternoon campus bird
walks. Also, many weekends there are
Lawrence-sponsored field trips.
At the Wednesday meeting, Rice usually informs the group about what kinds of

A winter finch rests on a branch as it finishes a meal of berries
Photo courtesy of Ari Rice

birds are prevalent on campus that week
and gives information about other aspects
of nature on campus. The group also discusses any field trips in store for the weekend. Sometimes, Rice is able to show a
presentation on the basics of bird watching.
On Friday afternoons, the bird walk
consists of a pleasant walk on and around
campus. Naturally, the walks are different
every time as seasons change and bring in
different types of birds and other animals.
But the group really becomes active on the
weekends.
The club takes weekend fieldtrips to
good birdwatching locations. Recently, the

club went to Horicon marsh, a wildlife
reserve not far from campus, where they
spotted a whooping crane, one of the 260
remaining birds of its kind. This is so often
the case where an unusual bird might drop
into a local area, and when Rice hears news
of a sighting, the group takes a trip to try
and catch a glimpse.
This past Winter Term, there was a
Door County sighting of a northern hawk
owl, typically found in Canadian provinces.
It was highly unusual to find such a bird
in Wisconsin, so the group took a trip and
spotted it for themselves. The group also
took a trip Winter Term to see the rare

snowy owl.
Understandably, the group is more
active during peak migration times, when
many birds come in and out of the area.
Spring usually brings in many birds, and
there are actually some big events that take
place to coincide with the influx of sightings. This weekend, in fact, the club will
take a trip to Björklunden to participate
in a 24-hour statewide fundraising event
called the Great Wisconsin Bird-a-thon.
People organize teams to go bird watching
anywhere in Wisconsin. Donors sponsor a
team and donate a certain amount, around
25-50 cents, for every species spotted. All
the money goes to groups like the National
Audubon Society or the National Crane
Foundation. Also in the plans for spring is
a trip over finals weekend to a nearby pristine river to take a look at dragonflies.
Clearly, a lot goes on in the Bird
Watching Club, but you don’t have to be
diehard to be a member. While birding can
resemble an extreme sport at times—a man
recently fell off a cliff to his death in pursuit
of a bird sighting—you don’t have to wake
up at 5 a.m. or take off weeks at a time to
travel around watching birds. You can do it
right here on campus. There’s even an element of friendly competition in it. Much like
the beloved Pokémon, you gotta see ‘em all.
However, the group expects big
changes in the near future. Nearly half of
the active members are graduating, and
the two group leaders will be studying in
Madagascar next term. Without many registered drivers, any interested seniors are
highly encouraged to contact Ari Rice at
ari.a.rice@lawrence.edu.
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Snarky Puppy kicks off LU-Aroo with a fantastic show
Cameron Carrus
Staff Writer

________________________

Snarky Puppy, a progressive
jazz-funk fusion collective originally formed by students of the
University of North Texas, hit the
stage to close-out the first night of
LU-Aroo last Friday.
The full band counts thirty
members, but the band for this
tour was seven musicians in total:
bass, drums and trap kit, guitar,
keyboard, tenor saxophone and
trumpet. Together, they were
able to explore a variety of textures within that instrumentation
throughout the night.
The music was a unique,
high-energy blend of jazz, funk
and hip-hop. It is ultimately dance
music with a good beat and catchy
hooks in all instruments, but the
band also navigates through complex time signatures and rhythmic
overlays. The musician and nonmusician alike could walk away
from the show satisfied.
Snarky Puppy’s first set was
primarily a mixture of new material and songs off of their latest
album, “Groundup,” released in
2012. Together, the percussionists would lay down a rhythmically dense groove with a strong
backbeat. The guitarist and keyboardist did great jobs filling out
the harmonic textures. The horn
players played a range of spacy

one-note to straight up bop solos.
Michael League, the bass player
and bandleader, held everything
together with his simple but
groovy bass lines, popping a tasty
fill in exactly where appropriate.
Their song structures allow
them to jam over a series of open
solo sections. But Snarky Puppy is
far from your average jam band.
Rhythmic ideas get passed from
one instrument to the next on
the spot, but the original groove
is always maintained. The interplay between the members of the
rhythm section keeps the audience guessing from measure to
measure.
League,
an
incredible
bandleader, took a lot upon himself to add interest and variety to
the music as well. He would look
back at the percussionists and in
a split second they would catch a
break or pre-composed rhythmic
idea. If he wanted someone to
cut out for a texture change, he
would let them know. He effectively communicated when transitions would occur.
After a brief intermission,
or “drink refresher,” as League
dubbed it, the band kicked off
their second set with two songs
featuring vocalist Alison Wedding,
a fellow North Texas graduate
who is now on faculty at Berklee
College of Music in Boston.
Though the music provided the
audience with a bit of a different

Guitarist Michael League and vocalist Alison Wedding perform with the rest of the band at LU-Aroo
Photo by Nathan Lawrence

genre and showcased the band’s
versatility, they did kill a bit of the
momentum that they had going at
the end of their first set.
While the first set flowed
smoothly and was incredibly tight,
the band was a bit more spontaneous for their second set. There
were some little interlude sections between songs that clearly
carried over some improvised
material from the preceding song.

The keyboardist “preached” a solo
to the crowd, a comic moment,
and shrugs were passed around
when an idea didn’t work out the
way they thought it would.
These aspects did not in the
least detract from the musical
content of the group. Instead, it
allowed them to break that fourth
wall with the audience. Once the
group loosened up, the crowd followed. Various members of the

audience showed their appreciation of the group’s concert by
getting up and dancing with the
band on the stage. The keyboardist laughed as he pulled out his
phone to capture the phenomenon.
If this last gesture doesn’t
sum up how the show went, I
don’t know what does. It was a
night of great fun and music all
around.

Shaolin Jazz lecture teaches listeners Parlato transports audience
about links between jazz and hip-hop with masterful performance
Bryan Cebulski

Staff Writer

_____________________

Music unites people. You
don’t need to go to a psychology
conference to see this. From the
haunting resonance of a mezzosoprano in a Wagner opera to the
pulsing beats of a DJ at a frat
party, music gives us reason to
celebrate the feast of life. Here last
Thursday, May 9, to teach us about
two hugely influential genres of
music—hip-hop and jazz—were
Gerald Watson and DJ 2-Tone
Jones of the Shaolin Jazz Project.
Shaolin Jazz is a multimedia
lecture series designed to inform
audiences about jazz and hip-hop
culture, their respective histories
and evolutions and how they have
affected one another and inter-

twined overtime. The duo has
conducted lectures or panels at
several colleges and universities including Oberlin, Tufts and
Carthage. They have received over
30,000 downloads and 100,000
YouTube views, been featured in
numerous articles and interviews
and have been showcased in many
other creative engagements.
Watson and 2-Tone conceived
and produced many mixes, most
prominently “Shaolin Jazz –The
37th Chamber,” a fusion of samples from Wu-Tang Clan recordings and classic jazz selections.
“The music and lyrics are
astutely crafted to match both in
cadence and tone,” they explain on
their website, “with the jazz selections used also helping to further
accentuate the essence and inten-

sity of the Clan.”
Another mix is the “Gil Scott
Suite,” a three track EP tribute
to the late great spoken word
poet, singer and musician Gil
Scott Heron, famous for works
such as “The Revolution Will Not
Be Televised” and “Winter in
America.”
The lecture integrates discourse with musical and visual
examples.
“We’re presenting a range of
historical facts in academic settings,” explained Watson, “so our
natural inclination was to develop
that kind of presentation. Our
overall goal with our style of presentation was to provide great
content and yet still be entertaining. We hope our audience, no

See page 12

The Shaolin Jazz lecture series is designed to inform audiences about the connections between jazz and hip-hop and their cultures.
Photo by Elizabeth Landes

Anna Buchholz
Staff Writer

_______________________

On a night overflowing with
music, jazz singer Gretchen Parlato
concluded this season’s Jazz
Series with an exquisite concert
on Friday night, May 10, backed
by keyboardist Fabian Almazan,
bassist Chris Morrissey and
drummer Mark Guiliana. Parlato
sang tunes from her albums “In
a Dream” and “Lost and Found,”
showcasing each musician’s individual voice while also creating a
unified texture and mood behind
Parlato.
Coming from a musical family, Parlato first gained attention when she won first place in
the Thelonious Monk Institute
International Vocal Competition
and has continued to turn heads
in her solo work as well as her collaborations with Wayne Shorter,
Esperanza Spalding, Marcus Miller
and Herbie Hancock, among others.
The concert began with
piano, bass and drums setting
the groove to “Within Me” before
Parlato walked on stage. A fournote line laid down by the bass set
the stage under the delicate colors
of brushes by the drummer and
twinkling melodies by the piano
until Parlato entered. The relaxing
mood of the evening was immediately set when she began singing.
Amid a plethora of female
jazz vocalists, Parlato’s style is
truly unique in its intimacy and
delicacy of each inflection and
lyric. I can only describe her as
having an aura about her; she was
calming and almost introspective in her sound, never sounding
forceful or as if she was trying too
hard. Her musical style reflected

the sultry and sensual sounds of
her voice, with each tune feeling
fluid and floating.
Her second tune was a cover
of Simply Red’s “Holding Back the
Years” from “Lost and Found,” followed by “Butterfly,” which gave
Parlato a chance to add body percussion to its bossa nova groove.
Throughout the rest of the concert, Parlato would play the caxixi
or televi shakers (both percussive
instruments)either as structural
grooves or extra embellishments.
During one tune, Parlato created
a percussive vocal track with popping sounds, whistles and something similar to high squeaks.
Scatting is a typical characteristic of jazz singing, but
Parlato’s style did not include this
effect, instead improvising longer
melodic lines on one syllable. This
created more of a textural landscape rather than conventional
improvised soloing.
One tune featured the piano
and voice in a duet, created by
elastic phrases and rubato lines
between each player. Almazan on
piano covered the entire range of
the piano, building thick textures
of extended chords while Parlato
wove her voice in and out of his
composition.
Transitioning into the final
tune, drummer Guiliana soloed
with meticulous rhythms and
metric licks, sounding almost
mechanical in his precision, but
still musically clever and groovebased. The audience then welcomed her back for an encore
tune called “Winter Wind” from
her third album. Parlato wrote the
tune and lyrics, which gradually
build to an extended period of all
members improvising under her
repeatedly singing, “it’s the time

See page 12
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“Grandchildren” describes overcoming loss through art
Angela Butler
Staff Writer

________________________

Things you should know: In
“Things the Grandchildren Should
Know,” the frontman of the band
“Eels” tells us his story of growing
up as the son of a genius and dealing with the deaths of his entire
family. In a straightforward autobiographical style, Mark Oliver
Everett recounts his insecure and
tumultuous childhood and adolescent years and how the alternative
rock band came into existence.
Similar to the way he writes
his music, Everett provides the
facts of his life in a sparse and
blunt manner. This is not to say
that his writing is unemotional or

flat. In fact, it is the opposite, getting the point across without any
unnecessary flourishing. The simplistic writing, of course, makes
for a few surprises, especially
when some of the words on the
page recount how each member
of his family died and what the
circumstances were that led up to
those individual deaths. In a wry
and almost sarcastic style, Everett
recounts his life in an almost conversational manner that recalls
talking to your grandfather or
uncle over a cup of coffee or a jug
of beer.
The highlight of this book is
learning about how one person
can deal with so many of life’s
ugly moments and still find the
motivation to get up every morning and do something worthwhile.
He is not looking for your sym-

pathy, nor was he looking for any
growing up. Like any other human
being, he was looking for understanding and it is refreshing to see
how he does not paint himself as
some sort of saint or hero whom
we should all look up to. Instead,
upon finishing this book, you may
find yourself feeling as if you have
known Everett all of your life.
If you were to listen to
Everett’s music in albums such
as “Electro-shock Blues” or the
recently released “Wonderful,
Glorious,” you would hear a certain kind of rawness and emotional vulnerability in his voice.
As the epitome of the generic
confessional singer/songwriter,
Everett uses music as a way of
coming to terms with the events
that have happened to him and as
a creative outlet while he keeps

up with everyday life. This is not
to say that his music is depressing. In fact, it tends to lean on
the optimistic side, allowing
glimpses of Everett’s surprisingly
unshakeable optimism and hopefulness towards life following the
descriptions of some of these dark
moments.
Equal parts inspiring and
remarkable, the book is a great
read whether you are a follower
of Everett’s music or not. While
Everett includes certain lyrics in
the book in order to show his
inspiration for some of his songs,
it is certainly not necessary to
know his music before reading his
memoir. Whether you are interested in finding out the backstory
of the “Eels” frontman or interested in understanding the role
and purpose of art in helping one

overcome hard times, especially
death, the book is a great read to
enjoy anytime, anywhere.

“Iron Man 3” successfully “Plough and the Stars” presents
avoids sequel syndrome portrait of revolutionary Ireland
Kelsey Priebe

Lauren Nokes

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

_________________________

By the end of “Iron Man 3,” I
definitely felt as out of breath as
most of the characters. This movie
has it all. I screamed, I teared up
and definitely laughed hysterically
throughout the action-packed 130
minutes. While nothing can top
the original, “Iron Man 3” certainly stood out as a spectacular superhero sequel. The biggest
difficulty I faced was deciding
whether the movie’s success was
due to an excellent plot with well
rounded characters or whether
Robert Downey, Jr. simply has the
power to turn any movie into a
blockbuster. My ultimate decision
was both.
Without giving too much
away, “Iron Man 3” focuses on
the psychological consequences
of Tony Stark’s ascent into space
in “The Avengers.” So in truth,
while the movie was called “Iron
Man 3,” the title “Iron Man 3/
The Avengers 2” would probably
be slightly more accurate. While
Stark is happily settled with girlfriend Pepper Potts, he is plagued
by the extraterrestrial invasion he
and the Avengers fought off in the
previous movie.
To cope with the overwhelming anxiety caused by this
attempted invasion, Stark has
become obsessed with creating
different versions of his iron man
suit, paying little attention to the
developments occurring in the
world around him.
However, after his head of
security Happy Hogan (played by
previous director Jon Favreau)
is badly injured in an explosion
presumed to be the work of the
internationally known terrorist the Mandarin (Ben Kingsley),
Stark recklessly challenges the
Mandarin to attack him directly.
Naturally, this ill thought-out
threat puts Stark and Pepper in
serious danger. The two are separated after the terrorist group
destroys their home. Tony is
stranded in rural Tennessee while
Pepper inadvertently falls into the
hands of the Mandarin. The rest of
the movie is too filled with twists
to give away, but needless to say
it is worth your while. For fans of
“Iron Man,” this movie shows Tony
Stark in a uniquely vulnerable
position. Although he is physically

_________________________

safe, he has lost much of his previous bravado and self assurance.
While the movie does not feature aliens like “The Avengers”
does, the threat Tony, Pepper and
company face is certainly unique
and manages to interest and
worry the audience throughout
the film. Many superhero movies
use a very vague or stock threat to
create conflict, but “Iron Man 3” is
not one of them.
Most importantly, the film
develops every single primary
character, whether their role is
intrinsically important to the
plot or otherwise. The amount
of comedic relief these developments provide is monumental.
However, the two new characters
who stood out the most were by
far Harley (Ty Simpkins), a young
boy whom Tony befriends and
relies on while stranded in wintry Tennessee, and the Mandarin.
While the “Iron Man” franchise
often serves the additional purpose of demonstrating Robert
Downey, Jr.’s sheer talent for acting, he definitely shared the spotlight with Ben Kingsley this time
around.
Overall, this sequel did not
fall prey to the “sequel syndrome”
and was enjoyable without relying
heavily on the previous films for
plot support. However, for those
who are quite enamored of the
previous “Iron Man” films and
“The Avengers,” specifically me,
this movie is another excellent
story of Tony Stark’s struggles and
successes, both in and out of his
spectacular suit.

Beginning on May 9 and
continuing with three more performances on May 10 and 11 in
Stansbury Theatre, the department of Theatre Arts put on Sean
O’Casey’s “The Plough and the
Stars,” a portrayal of Ireland’s
1916 Easter Rising in turns
humorous and sad, with an ultimately tragic ending.
The play presented a challenge with its Irish accents and
colloquial phrases and the seriousness of the subject matter
in certain places. The accents
seemed to impede the acting of
some actors; they should have
perhaps abstained from attempting the Irish accent because they
couldn’t pull it off convincingly.
However, a handful had passable or good accents. In particular, I admired the Irish accents of
Matthew Cawley ‘13 as Fluther
Good and Clare Lauer ‘16 as Rosie
Redmond.
The accents, both the more
authentic and the less-so, made
the dialogue difficult to understand at times. Nevertheless, the

NBA

continued from page 5
was on another planet with his
shooting. It is fairer to say the
Nuggets were caught off guard,
like the rest of the NBA, by how
good the Golden State Warriors
are. Nevertheless, out of the top
four seeds in the west, only two
moved to the Conference semifinals.
The second round has only
one series providing serious
drama to fans. As of May 14, the
Spurs lead the Warriors 3-2 and
are reestablishing themselves as
the favorites after Golden State
captured games two and four.

meaning of the story remained
intact. I believe this is due in part
to the strong desire of the playwright to fully depict the causes
and consequences of the Easter
Rising. O’Casey was a Protestant
Patriot who participated in the
politics of the revolution, but he
ultimately condemned the senseless violence and death that
resulted from the politics.
The character who best
exemplified this perspective of
the revolution for me was Bessie
Burgess. Madeline Bunke ‘14 did a
marvelous job portraying the contradictions of Bessie’s character
as a rigid, judgmental Catholic and
Nationalist but also as a self-sacrificial and nurturing woman. When
Nora Clitheroe goes into labor and
her husband Jack is absent fighting, Bessie faces the danger on the
streets to fetch a doctor for her
when no one else will. She may
be a hard woman, but she often
brings tea and other comforts
to the dying girl, Mollser (Olivia
Hemley ‘14), and looks after Nora
when she goes mad. Bunke successfully played Bessie for laughs,
but in the end, showed her steely
resolve to do the right thing, even
in the face of death.

Characters such as Peter
Flynn and Rosie Redmond also
provided much-needed comic
relief. Steven Stein ‘13’s performance as the senile Uncle Peter
Flynn had the audience laughing
with his combination of physical
humor and exaggeratedly accented language. Likewise, Clare Lauer
played the character of the playful, good-hearted prostitute to its
fullest potential, making her mannerisms and dialogue flirtatious
and funny, but not over the top.
In fact, I liked her more as a character than almost anyone else in
the play.
There are not traditional
heroes and villains in this story.
Jack Clitheroe, the brave, idealistic fighter and handsome, loving
husband would seem to be the
hero, but by the end of the play,
he has abandoned his wife, who
has gone mad. Nora, although pitiable, is hardly a heroine with her
lack of action and weak protestations. Fluther, although a likable
(if blustery) man, turns to drink
instead of facing reality. In the
end, the play suggests that ideology matters much less than the
actions and suffering of complex
individuals.

The Warriors look like a complete team; Klay Thompson and
Stephen Curry are not playing
their best but point guard Jarrett
Jack and small forward Harrison
Barnes are surprising catalysts
on the offensive end. As for the
other three series, there are several teams fighting for survival.
The Heat lead the Bulls, the Pacers
lead the Knicks, and the Grizzlies
lead the Thunder, all by margins
of three games to one. Only six
teams in the history of the NBA
have come back from a 3-1 deficit to win the series, the most
recent being the 2006 Phoenix
Suns over the Lakers. Honestly,
out of these three series, the
Thunder are the only team with
a reasonable chance of coming

back. Kevin Durant can catch fire
at any point and his struggles
have been dragging the team
down. Chicago shocked the league
by winning game one over the
Heat, but their injuries and lack
of offense are exploited and it’s
tough to see them work out of this
one. New York’s shooting has been
atrocious; JR Smith and Carmelo
Anthony have been brutal and the
tough-minded Pacers are having
their way with them.
As the saying goes, “It ain’t
over ‘til it’s over.” The next few
weeks are culminating into what
fans have suffered through an
82 game long regular season for:
drama and an eventual undisputed champion.

Corrections: May 10, 2013
The Lawrentian wishes to correct the following information
regarding Daniel O’Connor’s
senior recital from last week’s
issue:

-- O’Connor’s recital will be
held at 6 p.m. on May 26 in the
Memorial Chapel, not in Harper
Hall.

-- The article also misspelled the name of O’Connor’s
organ professor. She is Kathrine
Handford, not Katherine
Hanford.
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Different
LOOKS

Discussing social issues at Lawrence
This week’s Op-Ed section is a kind of variations-on-a-theme: Each of the writers this week
offers a unique perspective on feminism. Please excuse the break with tradition. What the goals of
feminists should be and where the line should be drawn is up in the air, though.

This has been an interesting year for gender equality in the United States. The White House
announced that women will soon be allowed to serve on the front lines for the United States
Military. Sheryl Sandberg, CEO of Facebook, published her book, “Lean In” for ambitious women. At
the same time, the Arkansas legislature passed the most restrictive abortion bill of any state. And
for months now, news stations have speculated about whether or not Hillary Clinton will be making
another go at the presidency, with all the wonderful comments about her gender that go with it.

In classes at Lawrence, from Freshman Studies to senior seminars, we’re taught to discuss and
debate with one another on a variety of issues; and yet, outside of the classroom, we never get to
experience these discussions in a public way.
While the stereotype exists that students at liberal arts colleges have their most profound dialogues with one another at three in the morning when stricken with exhaustion, academic inebriation or other unnamed substances, it’s nice to be able to break the mold and bring some of the
topics we talk about in private into a more public setting, where opinions that wouldn’t normally
appear on the same square foot of paper will do just that.

That’s why the Op-Ed section this week will be, in many ways, a celebration of these differing
ideas when it comes to feminism, an issue about which I’m sure each of us has some opinion. Enjoy
the differences between Christian and Rachel, Marika and Sarah, and something a little different
from Nathan.
If you have any suggestions for future themes, please don’t hesitate to contact The Lawrentian.

Keeping feminism relevant
Rachel Calvert

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

PHOTO
POLL

In high school, before studying something difficult, heavy, or
abstract, some teachers would try
very hard to make the topic fresh
and relatable for us students.
Maybe they’d do a little rap
about Shakespeare: “Yo yo yo, iambic pentameter is cool guys, just
like Tupac, let’s analyze this scene
where we encounter Shylock!” I
understand the appeal of turning
to this reductionist strategy when
trying to talk about tough stuff.
And sometimes, it is useful. And
fun! Kind of like analyzing what
celebrities do through a feminist
lens.
We are consumers of pop culture, so it is important to keep
an eye on what it’s doing. Our
music, our television shows and
our celebrity icons say a lot about
cultural values and anxieties.
That being said, I don’t want to
read one more article that posits
the future of feminism on Taylor
Swift, Beyonce, Katy Perry, Lana
Del Rey or any other lady like that.
These women have been
criticized for wearing too little,
for being too prude, for not fully
embracing feminism as female
role models, etc. It is not fair that
just because they are famous and
ladies that they have to represent all women. None of them
started their careers as feminist

musicians. And frankly, I just don’t
care. What’s more important to
me than pop musicians becoming perfect feminist role models
is that we remember to admire
judges, lawmakers, activists, scientists and writers, too. I don’t
care if a Pussycat Dolls poster is
on the wall of the preteen I babysit if she can tell me about Justice
Sotamayor.
I don’t want to dismiss what
pop artists do—because it is
important, with serious implications. And would it be super dope
if Taylor Swift wrote a ballad blasting slut-shaming and Lana Del Rey
incorporated second-wave feminism as part of her vintage aesthetic? Sure! I just don’t believe
the MTV Video Music Awards
will be the final resting place of
the patriarchy. In the meantime,
I want to keep conversations
focused on equality in medicine,
law, education and the workforce.
So now that I’ve spent a considerable amount of conversation
on that conversation I don’t want
to have, let’s move on.
There are a number of subjects pertinent to feminism and
college students I’d like to keep
talking about. April was sexual
assault awareness month, but
we should continue being both
aware of and active about this
issue. This includes educating
each other and the greater community about what sexual consent

means and why it is important.
Hint: Consent means enthusiastic
agreement. Yes means yes. Silence
means no. Crying means no. Too
drunk means no. We need to talk
about rape culture—why are so
many people sexually assaulted
every year?
What lets this happen? What
messages are we sending to
women and men about rape, and
should those messages be adjusted? How might ‘casual’ sexual
harassment contribute to more
dangerous sexual violence?
We also need to keep talking about equal pay. Access to
reproductive healthcare. Sexual
education. Sexism in academia,
the home and work. Let’s have
conversations that remind us of
all the badass women in history
and the news so young women
and girls have role models across
a diverse range of fields. We also
need to keep a critical eye on
the feminist community to ensure
diverse voices are represented. It
can’t just be a white, middle-class
agenda.
But with all this talking, we
also need to keep doing. Activism
means action. Talk helps theory
but thoughtful action makes it real
and relevant.
So let’s keep talking and
doing feminism in order to advocate for everyone—because feminism should be for everyone.

Marika Straw
Columnist

_________________________

Before I went to India last
fall, I braced myself to experience
gender issues on a level I had
never before experienced. This
mental and emotional preparation
proved valuable when I not only
witnessed gender discrimination
but also directly experienced it.
Throughout my time in India,
gender issues were so pervasive
that I longed to be back in the U.S.,
where the situation was much better. Yet deep down, I knew that
things weren’t perfect in the U.S.
either.
Even so, when I came back
to the U.S., I didn’t expect the
onslaught of issues that seemed to
occur for the sole purpose of proving to me how bad things really are
in the U.S. In my first few weeks
back, it seemed like my Facebook
page was constantly plagued by
news articles about horrific rape
cases like the Steubenville case.
While hanging out with a
group of female friends, every
friend had a story of having
been stalked or harassed. On the
way home that night, one of my
female friends ran into a group of
men who said, “Look, it’s a present,” before following her into
her dorm, where she thankfully
escaped into her room.
I don’t want to make any
sweeping statements about what
‘most people’ think, because to
be honest, I don’t know. But I do
know there are still plenty of people out there who think that just
because we are past the 70s and
women now have higher-paying
jobs and more independence, gender issues have been solved, and
feminists are just whining. It is
to these people I regretfully must
say: You are wrong.
Women walking alone at
night are still followed. Rape is
still widespread and occurs much
more often than we’d like to admit
on the Lawrence campus. Rape
victims are still blamed and perpetrators excused. Domestic abuse
still keeps thousands of people,
mostly women, living in constant
fear and pain.
The objectification of women

and men is not only widespread,
but normalized. It is still considered acceptable to make sexist
jokes that perpetuate gender stereotypes. And women are still
devalued in many ways.
Thus, feminism, which
attempts to address these issues
and more, still exists because it
still needs to exist. But feminism
and women alone cannot solve
the problems they aim to address
without the active support of the
mainstream and those who are,
because of their position of power
in our society, largely responsible
for the kinds of issues women
face: Men.
I was heartened to see a lively crowd at Take Back the Night
(TBTN) last Wednesday. However,
when I looked around, I only saw a
few men. I know it may seem irrelevant to many men, but we need
you supporting us if we’re ever
going to change America’s culture. And that doesn’t just mean at
events like TBTN. Far more important is a change in men’s everyday
actions.
Voices of Men, an organization of men in the Fox Valley dedicated to ending domestic abuse
and sexual assault, gives a phenomenal list of ten things men can
do to end violence against women.
If you are a man interested in
helping in this fight, please read
this list, then live it:
1. Challenge traditional images of manhood that keep you from
taking a stand.
2. Ask how you can help if you
suspect abuse or an assault. If you
are abusing others, stop and seek
professional help immediatley.
3. When you have children,
teach them that “No” means “No”
and “Stop” means “Stop.”
4. Don’t buy the argument
that sexual and domestic violence
are due to excuses like mental illness, lack of anger management
skills, chemical dependency, or
stress.
5. Stand up and speak out
(silence affirms and supports
domestic violence).
6. Make sure your attitudes
and actions don’t support the
objectification and devaluing of
women.

See page 12

“Jasmine she is a stone cold
fox, has a tiger and doesn’t
take shit from nobody.”
– Alex Seizovic

Photo poll by
Mathias Reed and
Katie Crawford

“Who is your
favorite Disney
princess and
why?”

An American culture shock

“Pocahontas, she’s a strong
woman and stands her
ground in the face of adversity.”
Sarah Clewett

“Merida, she’s more relatable to a younger audience,
and portrays the value of
making her own decisions.”
– Fiona Masterton
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FEMINISM
A Catholic perspective
Christian Stillings
Columnist

________________________

I’d like to begin by making
a very controversial statement: I
believe in women’s rights.
That wasn’t very controversial, was it? Here, maybe this will
do it: I disagree with many folks
as to what “rights” do and do not
belong to women. Please know
that the same is true of men.
I’ll start with what “rights”
I fully agree with. I, as well as
the Catholic Church in their catechism, believe that “respect for
the human person entails respect
for the rights that flow from his
dignity as a creature.”
The core principle of all
Catholic teaching on the relationships between people is “the dignity of the human person.” Whether
that relationship is between husband and wife, between parent
and child, between employer and
employee or whomever else have
you, it starts with the dignity of
the human person.
Fun fact: The go-to document when talking about human
rights, the United Nations’
“Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,” was in large part written
by Jacques Maritain, who was a
devout Catholic.
Working from this principle,
a Catholic is able to look at an
issue like sex-based wage inequality, wherein one person (usually a
woman) is paid less than another
(usually a man) for the same work
because of the person’s sex, and
rightly call it stupid and unjust.
Heck, the Catholic Church was in
the business of defining social justice and workers’ rights in the late
eighteenth century, well before it
was trendy.
The Catholic Church is, in a
way, a mother to all the faithful
Catholics in the world. Like any
good mother, she gives us what is
good for us, even though we may
want something else. She is not,
to borrow a term from the movie
“Mean Girls,” a “cool mom;” nor is
she—and I literally thank God for

this—a democracy.
Therefore, no demonstration
in support of a thing which harms
human dignity, regardless of the
popularity or trendiness of the
issue, will ever cause the Church
to change her teaching. The
Church must reject those “rights,”
including “women’s rights,” which
are damaging to the dignity of
human persons.
Let’s look at an example of a
popular “women’s right” that the
Church opposes. The dignity of
every person means that no person has the right to arbitrarily end
another person’s life. Nor does
any person have the right to arbitrarily define when exactly a life
becomes “human.”
A woman may desire to end
the life of her child. A man may
desire for the woman who bears
his child to end the child’s life.
Neither desire makes it acceptable to act in a way which directly
ends the child’s life; therefore, the
Catholic Church will always teach
that no person has the “right” to
abort a child.
I unfortunately don’t have
space to address other contentious areas of Catholic sexual ethics, but I encourage any curious
parties to start by checking out
parts of the churches catechism:
1601-1666 and 2331-2400.
The Church also rejects the
idea that a person’s fundamental
dignity is or should be tied to his
or her position, power or influence. If the Church believed that
a person’s dignity corresponds to
his or her power or authority,
denying women “the right to be
priests” would truly be unjust. I
won’t go into the theology of the
priesthood here, as fascinating as
it is.
However, because the fundamental dignity of the Pope is
the same as that of any Catholic
laywoman sitting in the pew, the
situation is not at all unjust.
Besides, it’s not as though we
Catholics hate women in the first
place: Have you even seen the
pile of titles we heap on the Holy,
Immaculately-Conceived, Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of God?

All Op/Ed Illustrations by Staff Artist Cori Lin

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
1 Corinthians 3:19: “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He
taketh the wise in their own craftiness.”

When I was growing up, everyone seemed clear on what it meant to be a woman. I could have
been much more than the wife I am today. I had a 3.8 GPA in a private college—pursuing Music
Theory and English Literature degrees -– and was asked to join several Ivy League universities.
My professors were quick to encourage my writing and studies. I was known for working hard,
doing things unconventionally and exhausting all venues of learning my crafts as best I could.
Promiscuity was encouraged, and had I been inclined, I could have indulged my sexual desires
freely and with much enjoyment. I had all the opportunity to be the empowered woman that society told me I should be.
But I didn’t want to be that woman. Sure, being recognized was appealing, but I never once
desired the life of a career woman. I didn’t care about being a smart student, having a flashy career
or being equal to men. I wanted to prepare myself for marriage, raising a family and running a
household. I wanted to be modest and submissive. As a Christian, I believe that this is the highest
calling of any woman, and I hungered to live that life; however, when other people—especially
women—saw how little value I placed in a flashy job and free lifestyle, they despised me. They
mocked me to my face, telling me I was pathetic for vowing to live for my husband—to obey him,
to be faithful and to submit to him.
When I was clear in my belief that all Christian women should do likewise, even those stifled
by the high expectations of the Feminist Movement were quick to say that I only believed what I
did because I was sheltered, because I didn’t understand how women were used, because I wasn’t
smart enough to do anything else or because I didn’t have any pride. Some, because I dealt with
chronic illness, claimed that my physical weakness was a good “excuse” to stay home. Although it
made accepting my decision to not pursue a career easier for them, it made my personal sacrifice
worthless.
I sometimes wonder: Do people, even Christians, consider what I do a noble thing? Has having
a career become such a necessity that attaching importance to anything other than that makes a
person idiotic?
I am a housewife. I believe this to be the true calling of all women, with few exceptions. The
Feminist Movement actually makes me sick. I have yet to agree with any point it makes. “Well,
women should have equal pay to men.” Sure. But they really shouldn’t be working at all. “If a
woman is a single mom, she has to work to provide for her children!” Actually, it is the church’s
responsibility to provide for her needs. “Women get raped!” Yes. I was molested as a child… by a
man who was raped himself, which shows this isn’t a gender issue.
“Women should be able to vote and have their opinions heard.” If they are living at home, the
father is the voice and in marriage, the husband should be concerned with the opinions of his wife.
“Women need to own their own property after they’re married.” Not really. By the commandment
of Christianity, everything in a home belongs to both the husband and the wife. As one flesh, they
treat everything in their home as belonging to one being. “What about the pro-choice movement?
Women have a right to their bodies.” No more than a man has a right to rape a woman.
All of these points are wrapped up in my life as a Christian woman. I do not expect nonChristian women to follow my example, but I believe scripture is clear on what Christian women
should be doing with their lives. It isn’t easy to fight for my beliefs in a world so ready to say I’m an
idiot, but I knew it wouldn’t be when I decided to live for Christ. I know that my husband and the
children I will one day have will be the better because of how I live now. I’m not willing to sacrifice
their happiness simply to indulge my own fantasies.
–Sarah Wollin
Wife of Benny Wollin ‘14

Media bias: The old stand-by
Nathan Lawrence
Web Manager

_________________________

I constantly find myself surprised to hear, even in as accepting an environment as this university, an astounding number of
people forwarding the claim that
feminism is no longer relevant,
that it has served its purpose or
that it has even run its course. Few
things could be further from the
truth. Though many of feminism’s
earliest goals in terms of legal
equality have been established,
some of the most serious and disturbing problems of gender equality in this country still lie ahead
of us.

“Mulan, she provided a
sense of empowerment at
an important time of my
life. “
– Razan Anabtawi

“Ariel, the lower part of her
body is a fish.”
– Cameron Gmehlin

Though institutional exclusion is still a serious problem for
many women across the world,
perhaps the largest gender-related issues we must address here
in the United States is the deceptive problem of cultural bias; limiting and defeating gender roles
are constantly being injected into
our daily lives. Our music, movies,
books and news are constantly
placing us in a feedback loop of
exclusionary and unhealthy gender roles.
This is not a new problem;
we’ve all heard about it many
times before. From the so-called
‘aspirational magazines’ that convince even the thinnest of people that they need to lose more
weight to the children’s television

“Snow White, she has a
great personality.”
– Brian Decorte

“Gaston, he’s incredibly insecure in his masculinity.”
– Chris Fuelling

shows that depict female figures
as useless without relationships
and mates, the entire gamut of
our “main stream media” has been
criticized from all directions.
However, even these supposedly feminist critiques sometimes
seem loaded with their own internal sexism in the claim that young
women are robots unable to think
for themselves and make critical
decisions about their own behavior.
We know that isn’t true. All of
us, regardless of gender, are completely willing and able to think
for ourselves; but there is a reason
that this media exists. Even those
of us who so vehemently oppose

See page 12
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Shaolin Jazz
continued from page 8

matter what their musical preferences are, will gain a better understanding of and appreciation for
both jazz culture and hip-hop culture.”
In a world where chorusheavy pop seems to have taken
precedence, Watson maintains
optimism for jazz’s place in contemporary music.
“I think jazz is as popular as it
ever was,” he said, “due in part to

Media bias

continued from page 11
these Medusan-caricatures of
sex and gender roles consume a
Brobdingnagian portion of them
on a regular basis. We like to
consume media that reflects our
society as it currently stands, and
by its nature the ‘mediatization’
of this social fabric exaggerates
and distorts that society. Through
media’s hypnotic effect on desire,

Intramurals
continued from page 4

junior Lucky Strike member
Jake “Jakobe” Zimmerman on his
team’s success. “Dragonflies,” with
senior leadership from members

Parlato

continued from page 8
of your life… to hold on.”
Amidst all the music on

Straw

continued from page 10
7. Teach boys and younger
men with your words and actions
that being a man means respect-

cats like Robert Glasper, Derrick
Hodges, Common, Karriem
Riggins and many other artists
who integrate jazz or a jazz aesthetic into their music.”
Music evolves ever more
quickly in the modern day. More
accessibility to more styles via the
internet means more varied influences, which means an exciting
and exotic future for music enthusiasts. For this it is important to
understand the roots of music.
“The advice I have for
Lawrence students is to pursue
your passions,” Watson said. “I’ve
worked in a creative capacity for
we are captured.
We are stuck in a cultural feedback loop: We behave in
sexist and objectifying ways, our
media exaggerates this behavior, these exaggerations become
desirable and then become the
new normal, only to find their
way back into another ‘mediatized’ exaggeration.
The only way to cut this loop
is through awareness, perhaps
the single most important component for any feminist. Recent

of Lawrence’s men and women’s
soccer teams, stand as a huge
threat of capturing the highest podium spot. The fact that
they are the defending champions from the 2013 Winter Term
makes them the favorite heading
into the next round.

Friday, I temporarily forgot I was
in Appleton, Wis., rather than
someplace like New York City.
Members of fusion band Snarky
Puppy, based in Brooklyn, were
seen at Parlato’s concert and then

ing women.
8. Educate yourself by listening to and learning from women.
Attend events to learn how to
end domestic violence and sexual
assault.
9. Step up to create a culture

a long time and art, in general,
is tough to make a living off of.
But if you’re the kind of person
that eats, drinks, sleeps your craft
then take the time to structure a
plan—short term and long term
goals—that will allow you to do
so. Trust me, there’s nothing better than waking up every morning
and you’re excited about your day,
no matter the hurdles.”
Many Shaolin Jazz tracks are
free for download on their website, www.shaolinjazz.com. Take a
listen, bop your head and find that
connection.
movements of feminism tend to
emphasize this awareness above
other forms of action, and rightly
so. Large-scale strikes and protests can do nothing to combat
complex internal psychological
struggles, but feminism allows
us to carefully deconstruct these
‘mediatized’ gender roles through
close examination.
This understanding can then
lead to action on a personal level,
and without individual action,
nothing greater can ever happen.

Spirits will be high, tempers
will fly and champions will be
crowned as the 2013 IM tourneys
near the finish line. Be sure to
read next week with a champion
edition of your Intramural Update.
vice versa, with Parlato’s band
joining in the LU-Aroo festivities
at Snarky Puppy’s show. Thank
you to LU and all the people who
made such a great evening of
music possible!

shift that doesn’t tolerate disrespect or degradation of women.
Make this a men’s issue.
10. Host a video, discussion
or presenter on this topic to educate others.
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Specht

continued from page 3
painting on campus?
KS: The portrait of President
Pusey in the Pusey Room. I love
that while being painted he didn’t
bother putting his book down and
is merely holding his page with his
finger. What a guy.
SP: What is your biggest
weakness and how can we use
it against you?
KS: People who are stronger
than me. Pay them to hurt me.
SP: Where is your favorite
place to sleep on campus?
KS: The storage shelves in
Kohler. They make for an interesting night.
SP: What is the wisest thing
you’ve ever heard?
KS: ‘Eat and you shall be fed.’

Baseball

continued from page 4
something I have dedicated a large
portion of my life to, so I’ll definitely take some time to reflect
on some of the good college baseball memories.” Wisniewski also
mentioned similar sentiments: “I
just want to give a big thank you
to the guys who have stood with
us seniors for the past four years.
The guys were all supportive, even

SP: What has been your
favorite RLA-hosted program?
KS: Well, one day last year,
a Trever RLA ordained people
online.
SP: Do you have any questions for us?
KS: Yes. Have you seen my
shoe?
There you have it, the wise
words of one of the most sensible men the Specht Pages has
ever had the fortune to employ.
Kevin was promoted on the spot
and began his new job by hiring a series of underpaid interns
to do his bidding and write his
articles for him. Kevin’s pure ingenuity and wit are qualities that
we should all aspire to emulate.
If everyone was a little more like
Kevin, we would live in a world
full of interesting architecture and
unusual food combinations—a
true utopia.

through the frustration and disappointments, and it meant a lot
when they all said ‘thank you’ to
us at the end of the last game.”
And just like that, the 2013
LU baseball season has flown by.
The team, and specifically the six
seniors, has been a pleasure to
cover this season. Congratulations
to the six seniors on liberal arts
college careers and thank you for
the significant contributions you
all have made to Lawrence athletics!

